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INTERNAL  POLITICAL  GEOGRAPHY
THE internal and external relationships of modern States
are not, in any strict sense, capable of separation. They are
too closely interdigitated in a world of increasing economic
interdependence to be regarded as distinct elements. The
type of economy, the degree of organization and the form of
government developed in any one State are certain to affect
its relationships with its fellows, both those close at hand
and others at greater distances. Yet, for purposes of analysis, it
is helpful to examine the politico-geographical conditions of
the State from each of the two aspects.
Within its territorial limits, every State possesses a physical
background or environment, but no two States are exactly
alike in this setting. Largely because of these differences in
internal physical conditions, human adaptations vary from
State to State. The same general principle of response is
discernible everywhere, because mankind is compelled to
win the means of survival by utilizing the resources which the
environment provides, but once that prerequisite of human
life and activity is conceded, the forms and details of the
response vary widely. So also there is a great diversity in the
levels of organization which different States have reached,
both in comparable environments and at different times.
In general, it seems that the higher the level of organization
and technical efficiency which is attained in a State, the less
effective becomes the deterministic influence of the physical
environment, but it must be admitted that not one of the
present States has succeeded in eliminating completely the
effects of "natural" conditions. This indicates the desirability
of attempting an assessment of the more important physical
elements in the structure of the State, with the reservation
that a particular set of physical conditions will not necessarily
produce a given response. Human activities are rarely, if
ever, predictable.
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